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Welcome to 
POPS SAVES THE DAY!

 This fall the Michigan Pops Orchestra is proud to present Pops 
Saves the Day! Join us and relive memories of your favorite heroes 
and heroines as they overcome their challenges and obstacles to save 
the day. Enjoy fantastic film scores about real life heroes such as Oskar 
Schindler and fictional ones like Harry Potter, Mulan, and Jack Spar-
row from Pirates of the Caribbean.  Classical favorites will include the 
exciting Festive Overture by Dimitri Shostakovich and Gustav Holst’s 
ominous Mars from his suite The Planets.

 Pops is very grateful each semester for everyone who helps 
make our musical performances a reality. Many thanks to those at 
UAC and CCI for their support; First Impression Printing; the wonderful 
personnel at Michigan Theater including among others Amanda Bynum, 
Scott Clarke, and Scott McWhinney; the staff of the Michigan March-
ing Band including Maggie St. Clair, Dr. Andrea Brown, and Dr. John 
Pasquale; Ian Hyatt for lighting design; Dave Schall for audio record-
ing; Daphine Zhao for poster design; Mary Blaske and the Ann Arbor 
Symphony Orchestra; and the staff at the School of Music for the use 
of their facilities and equipment. We would not be able to make music 
each semester without your support!

 Many thanks to an amazing Executive Board and a talented 
group of musicians for your passion, and dedication. You are all true 
superheroes. It has been an honor to serve as Executive Director and 
see you all take our orchestra to the next level. 

 Finally, we thank all of you, our audience! It has been my vision 
to put on a show of the highest standard for all of you: the families, 
friends, and fans of Pops. We look forward to creating an atmosphere 
of energy, excitement, joy, and inspiration!

Pops Love,

HaNul Jun
Executive Director



Music Order

Festive Overture        Dmitri Shostakovic

Suite from Disney’s Mulan                               Jerry Goldsmith
          arr. Alexander Courage

Harry Potter Symphonic Suite                            John Williams
        arr. Jerry Brubaker

Theme from Schindler’s List                  John Williams
Violin Soloist: Josh Jung

   
James Bond Medley           arr. Victor Lopez

Intermission

The Planets, Op. 32                                           Gustav Holst
        I. Mars, the Bringer of War

Man of Steel        Hans Zimmer
              arr. Ralph Ford

Pirates of the Caribbean “At World’s End”           Hans Zimmer

Let It Go!                            Kristen Anderson-Lopez 
           and Rober Lopez  

Singer Soloist: Christina Maxwell

Raiders March                             John Williams
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Music Director
TODD CRAVEN

 Todd Craven began his profes-
sional career as Principal trumpet 
of the Sarasota Orchestra. He 
performed as solo trumpet with 
the Florida Brass Quintet and as 
a guest artist at the Sarasota 
Music Festival. He has performed 
at such festivals as the the Spo-
leto Festival, National Repertory 
Orchestra and Tanglewood Music 
Center. A prize winner in national 
and international solo competi-
tions, he has also been a guest 
performer with the Cincinnati 
Symphony and New York Philhar-
monic.
 Todd’s conducting studies have 
taken him abroad to study with 
Professor Mark Stringer of the 

Vienna Hochschule fur Darstellende Kunst, and to St. Petersburg, Russia 
to study with Jonathan Brett and Alexander Poluschuk. He has conducted 
members of the Sarasota Orchestra on several projects and is currently 
the Principal conductor of the New Score 
Chamber Orchestra in Orlando, Florida. Todd received his B.M. in trumpet 
performance from the University of Michigan, M.M. from Indiana Universi-
ty and is currently pursuing a Master’s degree in orchestral conducting at 
the University of Michigan with Maestro Kenneth Kiesler where he assists 
with the University Campus Orchestras.



Soloist
CHRISTINA MAXWELL

   Asheville native Christina 
Maxwell graduated from A.C. 
Reynolds High School in 2012.  
Throughout high school, she 
performed lead roles in musicals 
including Christine in The Phantom 
of the Opera, Maria in West 
Side Story and Sarah Brown in 
Guys and Dolls.              

                 
      Over the years, she has per-

formed for major events including 
the GoDaddy.com bowl game, 
concerts by country star Brad 
Paisley and American Idol Scotty 
McCreery, the Distinguished 

Young Women of America National Finals and an event for Italian luxury 
jewelry designer Roberto Coin.  She is currently a rising senior and Honors 
Scholar at the University of Michigan.  She is minoring in Writing and 
majoring in Musical Theatre in the program named by the Wall Street 
Journal and other sources as the top program in the nation of its kind. 
This December, Christina will star as Clara Johnson in the University of 
Michigan’s production of the critically acclaimed musical, The Light in the 
Piazza.  



Program Notes
Festive Overture

Commissioned for the 37th anniversary of the October Revolu-
tion, Dmitri Shostakovich had to compose his Festive Overture 
in just three days. Though he wrote notes down with lightning 
speed, his outgoing and jocular manner while composing this 
piece led a friend to compare Shostakovich to Mozart. Some 
critics speculate that the piece is actually a celebration of the 
death of Stalin, who denounced Shostakovich twice and con-
trolled Shostakovich’s artistic output.  It was featured in the 
1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow.

Suite from Disney’s Mulan

Mulan is a Disney favorite about a young woman who dis-
guises herself as a man in order to fight in her father’s stead 
during the Hun invasion and ultimately becomes one of China’s 
greatest heroines. This film is unique due to Mulan being the 
first Asian protagonist in a Disney movie and because of its 
historic references and theme of female empowerment. The 
soundtrack of Mulan remains popular to this day, especially 
the main theme, Reflection, which was originally sung by Lea 
Salonga and covered by Christina Aguilera. 



Program Notes
Harry Potter 

Symphonic Suite

Perhaps the most beloved 
book series of our gener-
ation, Harry Potter centers 
around the misadventures 
of a wizard and his mag-
ical friends as they strive 
to defeat the evil Lord 
Voldemort.  Following JK 
Rowling’s successful book 
series, the movie adap-
tations have been just as 
successful with an iconic 
musical theme composed 
by John Williams.

Theme from Schindler’s List
Schindler’s List is an Oscar winning film and film score. The plot 
of the film concerns Oskar Schindler, who is credited for saving 
more than 1,200 of Jews from persecution during the Holo-
caust. The violin solo was originally played Itzhak Perlman.

James Bond Medley

The James Bond film series, based on the novels written by Ian 
Fleming, was first produced in the 1960s. A character made 
famous by several actors, James Bond is a pop culture icon 
known for being a spy for MI6. Along with being the fourth 
top grossing movie franchise, multiple James Bond theme songs 
have also won Academy Awards, with the main theme com-
posed by Monty Norman.



Mars, the Bringer of War

Mars, the Bringer of War 
composed in 1914 as one of 
seven movements in Holst’s 
suite, The Planets. This is one 
of the more famous move-
ments, depicting the marching 
of soldiers and the horror of 
battle. Holst’s Mars, the Bring-
er of War, is a unique due 
to its complicated 5/4 time 
signature. 

Man of Steel

The story of Superman is a 
favorite across generations. 
The most recent Superman 
film, Man of Steel, chronicles the origins of Superman and how 
he grows up to become Earth’s protector. Hans Zimmer, the 
composer of the soundtrack to the most recent Superman film, 
Man of Steel, wanted to distinguish the music by not reusing 
the famous “Superman March” theme originally composed by 
John Williams. 

Pirates of the Caribbean, “At World’s End”

The Pirates of the Caribbean series were blockbuster hits with 
an iconic musical soundtrack written by legendary Hans Zim-
mer. The plot of the film series follows the eccentric Captain 
Jack Sparrow on his swashbuckling adventures. Will Turn-
er and Elizabeth Swann get wrapped up in Jack Sparrows 
schemes and adopt the pirate lifestyle.

Program Notes



Let it Go

Frozen is a recent popular Disney movie about sisters Elsa 
and Anna who overcome challenges through sisterly love. Elsa 
hides her special powers, scared to hurt others. She finally 
“let’s herself go” and breaks free from the pressures of others. 
Sung by Idina Menzel, the song “Let it Go” became a national 
sensation.

Raiders March

This famous theme from Raiders of the Lost Ark follows the ad-
ventures of Indiana Jones, an archaeologist by day and heroic 
explorer by night. He travels in search of artifacts and rarities, 
and just happens to save the world in the process.

Program Notes



Thanks to all our donors, alumni, and everyone in the audience tonight! We can 
only bring you these fun and exciting concerts with your continued support. We 
hope you enjoy tonight’s performance, and we look forward to seeing you at our 
concert next semester!

Irene Ng
Programs Director
Michigan Pops Orchestra


